
 
Nashville Tree Foundation’s Response to Outcome 

 
Yes, Mayor Briley conceded to relocate the trees rather than destroy them, but this is NOT a victory for 
Nashville or its trees. The outcome is effectively the same. The likelihood that these trees will survive 
relocation is extremely low, so we should assume that these trees will be lost. The replacement trees will 
NOT be the same size; they will NOT have the same visual impact; and they will NOT offer the same 
environmental benefits. It will be 10+ years before you will be able to walk beneath the cloud-like canopy 
of pink flowers as you can today, and young trees are less resilient and have a lower survival rate than 
established, mature trees. The new relocate/replace plan is no different than the original cut/replace plan, 
it just sounds better. 
 
To me, the success story of the weekend is how our community came together to make our voices heard. 
Nashvillians sent a clear message to our leaders that we care about trees and that we value them. That is 
a strong foundation on which to build. A community that values trees is a community that protects and 
plants trees and reaps their benefits: cleaner air and water and better health outcomes for its citizens. 
That’s a place where I want to live. 
 
What’s Next 
When the sawdust settles, we need to understand how this happened in the first place. What is the 
process for making these sorts of decisions? Was the process followed in this case? This breakdown in 
communication feels remarkably similar to November 2016 when the city clear-cut the Fort Negley 
property. How many times do we have to make the same mistake? 
 
Considerations related to tree relocation: 

·       Trees should be transplanted when they are dormant (winter months). Trees transplanted at 
this time of year, particularly cherry trees that are currently in bloom, are unlikely to survive. 
·       As these trees are in tree grates, they will need at least an 8’ root ball to have even a remote 
chance of survival. That size root ball will require tearing up the pavement, adding considerable 
expense for what amounts to a fool’s errand. 

 


